Holy Humor Sunday
Second Sunday of Easter

Service of Holy Communion
April 12, 2026
9:30 am

Grace Lutheran Church
Camp Hill, PA

*-the congregation is invited to stand

WELCOME TO GRACE

A warm welcome to all who are celebrating the Resurrection of Our Lord in this
Easter Season! If you are visiting with us, please fill out a guest card which are
found in the pews. Following the service, please introduce yourself to the pastor.

We hope that this bulletin will help guide you through our worship service.

INTRODUCTION

In today’s gospel the risen Christ appears to the disciples and offers them the gift
of peace. Even amid doubts and questions, we experience the resurrection in our
Sunday gathering around word and meal, and in our everyday lives. Throughout
the coming Sundays of Easter the first two readings will be from the Acts of the
Apostles and the first letter of Peter. Even as the early Christians proclaimed the
resurrection, we rejoice in the new birth and living hope we receive in baptism.

God gathers us in unity. GATHERING
PRELUDE
Ave Verum Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart

Chris Mclnnes - voice

Please stand as you are able.

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne
and to the Lamb!

Amen.

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister
continues.



Merciful God,

you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come.

You lead us beside still waters.

We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle
rain, roaring waves.

We thank you for the waters that nourish us.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness

who accompanies us on our journeys.

We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.
We praise you for joining us in joy and sorrow.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.
Break down barriers that divide us.

Fill us with the breath of peace.

Blessed are you.

You guide us to springs of the water of life.

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism,
and for making us a new creation.

We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise,
now and forever.

Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN
The Day of Resurrection! ELW#361

*GREETING

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

The grace and peace of God be with you all.
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those
who believe and the hope of those who doubt, may we, who
have not seen, have faith in you and receive the fullness of
Christ’s blessing, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



The assembly may be seated.

God speaks to us in scriptures read, sung, and preached. WORD

FIRST READING - Acts 2:14a, 22-32

14a Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and
addressed [the crowd]: 22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to what I
have to say: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God
with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did through
him among you, as you yourselves know 23 this man, handed
over to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of those outside the
law. 24 But God raised him up, having released him from the
agony of death, because it was impossible for him to be held in
its power. 25 For David says concerning him,

l saw the Lord always before me,

for he is at my right hand so that I will not be shaken;
26 therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
moreover, my flesh will live in hope.
27 For you will not abandon my soul to Hades
or let your Holy One experience corruption.
28 You have made known to me the ways of life;
you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’

29 “Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our
ancestor David that he both died and was buried, and his
tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was a prophet, he knew
that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one
of his descendants on his throne. 3! Foreseeing this, David
spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,

‘He was not abandoned to Hades,

nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
32“This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are
witnesses.”
Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM - Psalm 16

I Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you;
I have said to the LORD, “You are my Lord, my good above
all other.”

2All my delight is in the godly that are in the land,
upon those who are noble among the people.

3 But those who run after other gods
shall have their troubles multiplied.

41 will not pour out drink offerings to such gods,
never take their names upon my lips.

50 LORD, you are my portion and my cup;
it is you who uphold my lot.

6 My boundaries enclose a pleasant land;
indeed, I have a rich inheritance.

71 will bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
my heart teaches me night after night.

81 have set the LORD always before me;
because God is at my right hand, I shall not be
shaken.

9 My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices;
my body also shall rest in hope.

10 For you will not abandon me to the grave,
nor let your holy one see the pit.

11You will show me the path of life;
in your presence there is fullness of joy, and in your right
hand are pleasures forevermore.

SECOND READING - 1 Peter 1:3-9

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By
his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 4and
into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and
unfading, kept in heaven for you, Swho are being protected by
the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time. ¢In this you rejoice, even if now for a
little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7so that the
genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that,
though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in
praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed.

8 Although you have not seen him, you love him, and even



though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice
with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving
the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.

Word of God. Word of Life.

Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen! ELW#377 (Refrain)
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Give God  the glo - ry! Al-le - lu - ia!

*GOSPEL: John 20:19-31

The holy gospel according to St. John.

Glory to you, O Lord.

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week,
and the doors were locked where the disciples were, for fear of
the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace
be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands
and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the
Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this,
he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if
you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve,
was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples
told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them,
“Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands and put my
finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will
not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see
my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not



doubt but believe.” 22 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my
God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet
have come to believe.”

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his
disciples that are not written in this book. 31 But these are
written so that you may continue to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may
have life in his name.

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly may be seated.

SERMON

*HYMN OF THE DAY
That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright ELW#384

*APOSTLES CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



*THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each prayer concludes:

Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

*THE PEACE
The peace of the Risen Christ be with you always.

And also with you.
Share the peace with one another.

During this flu season and the ongoing pandemic, we remind you
that it is appropriate to greet each other and pass the peace verbally
rather than have hand contact, which helps to transmit the flu virus.

Please remember to use the hand sanitizers that are available in

each pew, upon arrival and throughout the service as needed.

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ MEAL

OFFERING

We respond to the grace given us by sharing our gifts with others
through the offering. Today’s regular offering supports the ongoing
ministry of Grace church. You can give online, by cash, or by check.

MUSICAL OFFERING
Abide with Me Henry Francis Lyte
Chris Mclnnes - voice

*SETTING THE TABLE
Refrain
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor,
gathered to give you glory. You have set a table before us, a
glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no
more. Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that
goodness and mercy may follow us and bless the world you
love. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.



*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Thanks and praise fill our hearts, Almighty God, for you are the
Lord of creation and new creation, of covenant and new
covenant. You brought your people out of slavery to freedom in
the Promised Land, and you brought your Son from the depth
of death to the glory of resurrection life. And so we gladly thank
you, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven,
singing the hymn of your unending praise;

*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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*THANKSGIVING AT TABLE

Joy and gladness are our song, redeeming God, for in your
conquest of death we see the destiny of every hope in you.
Come among us in the power of your Holy Spirit, that your
children may be blessed with power and grace, and that this
bread and cup may become for us the body and blood of your
Son Jesus Christ.



In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Great is the mystery of faith.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Hope and glory are our breath, merciful God, for you have
rolled away the stone of despair, the stone of oppression, the
stone of lament, the stone of grief, the stone of death, the stone
of sin, the stone of fear. Come and stand among us and breathe
on us your peace, breathe on us your power, breathe on us
your eternal life, that all who labor, all who stumbler, all who
hunger, and all who fall shall meet you in the breaking of the
bread and be lifted up by your touch. Shape your church to be
your risen body; make our scars beautiful like your scars, make
our lives life-giving like your life, and make our communion
holy with your saints, until you come again in glory and we eat
with you in your kingdom, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, ever
one God.

Amen!

*THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.



*DOXOLOGY

Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow ELW#885
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly may be seated.

Those communing at home or in their seats are invited to prepare
their elements then to be led through eating and drinking the real
presence of Christ in the bread and wine.

Please come forward to receive the body and blood of Christ in the
bread and the wine.

The Lutheran Church welcomes all to the Lord’s Supper. If you are
not a Christian and wish to inquire about the Christian faith, we
invite you to speak to the minister.

DISTRIBUTION MUSIC

LAMB OF GOD
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*BLESSING AND PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

The body and blood of the Risen Lord strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

Amen.

Let us pray. Holy One, through this meal you have made your
home among us and are making all things new. Send us now to
speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus,

Amen.

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world SENDING

*BLESSING
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ,
the firstborn of the dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and

peace, T bless you now and forever.
Amen.

*SENDING HYMN
Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! ELW #382

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

POSTLUDE
Christ Is Risen! Alleluia! Morgenlied



SERVING TODAY IN WORSHIP
Presiding Minister ........ccoeeveuieiieiiieniieieneenee. The Rev. Chad Butz
Assisting Minister.......cooiiiiiiiiiiiii e Sue Painter
| Tt Vo ) ol PP PSPPSR Brigitte Storey
ACOLYLE e Zach Weber
Communion Assistants .............. Bill Robison, Tracey Alfano-Douty
SOUNA i Bryan Weber
Director of MUSIC....ceuviiniiiiniiiiiiiieiieeeean Kristopher Hartman
OrganiSt ... Emily Hartman
Technology OpPerator ......c.veeeiiiiiiiiiiiiieiee e Chris Jury
This Week at Grace: April 11-17, 2026. OEY=40] E =
The altar flowers are given by Karen Brown Pautz in ﬁ e
memory of Richard & Geneive Brown. [=]

| Connect with Us | | EVENTS |

The Bulletins & Mailings are given to the Glory of God.

We hold in prayer especially this week....

Carson Osswald, Karen Osswald, Suzanne Morris, Dr. Robert Little, George Ringer,
Bob Rhodes, Beverly Earhart, Elaine & Ed Klemmer, Katie, Mark Weber, Todd Stuckey,
Bob Heintzelman, Jaclyn Atkins, Robert Schweitzer, Cheryl A., Amy Vogel, Alice M.,
and Dean Jury.

Easter Flower Pick Up

If you sponsored an Easter Lily or Tulip, the last day to pick them up is Sunday, April
12. Any flowers remaining after that will be delivered to the Homebound Members. If
you wish to have your sponsored flowers delivered to homebound members instead of
taking them home, contact the office at 717-737-0439 or office@gracecamphill.org.

Camp Sunday at Grace

Join Ethan Lentz and friends this Sunday, April 12 at 10:45am on the lawn (weather
permitting) for Camp Sunday to get a jump start on your planning. We will enjoy a
morning of games, songs, and fun, to help us learn more about Lutheran Camping
Corporation and summer camp opportunities. We will also enjoy a traditional camp
snack. Please remember, this event is intergenerational, as camp is for ALL! We look
forward to everyone joining us on Sunday the 12!

Check out the new Merchandise Store for Grace

Looking for some Grace swag? Check out our new merchandise store
at https://www.bonfire.com/store/grace-camp-hill-merch/ or use the QR
code. You can find hats, clothing (with Grace’s purpose on the back)
and water bottles. What a fantastic way to support Grace and start a
conversation. Grace's Youth Group was just added to our Merch Store!
Show some love for our Youth Group and consider purchasing a shirt or e TTEEAHERCADEE
sweatshirt.



mailto:office@gracecamphill.org
https://www.bonfire.com/store/grace-camp-hill-merch/

Individual Spiritual Direction

If you would like to find out more information regarding Spiritual
Direction you can email Pastor Eckert at
pastoreckert@gracecamphill.org. If you are interested in signing up for
Monthly Individual Spiritual Direction (Space is limited) provided by
Pastor Eckert please go to our website at
https://www.gracecamphill.org/faith-formation/spiritual-formation, use
the QR code to the left, sign up in the Library or call the church office.
Pastor Eckert will contact you sometime in April. If you may be interested in Group
Spiritual Direction, Spiritual Retreats and Grief Group please sign up using the QR
code, on the website or in the Library so we can determine the level of interest for these
ministries.

Family Promise of Harrisburg Capital Region — Fam Jam on April 26

Fam Jam will be held on April 26. Family Promise has some new and interesting items
in their Silent Auction and have added the Gift Card Plinko. We would love to see you at
the event too...and a few of your friends! Here is the link for the April 26™" event:
https://familyproisehcr.betterworld.org/events/fam-jam-2026

Journeys of Paul in Greece with Pastor Chad Butz and Evan Houck — Oct. 17-24
We would love to have you join us as we explore the journey of Paul in
Greece. Paul is one of, if not the most, influential theologian for the
Christian church as we know it. Come and see firsthand the places that
he walked and ministered through. We will be departing October 17th and
returning on the 24th. There is an optional cruise to extend your journey.
Looking forward to entering this pilgrimage with you all! You can find out
more information regarding the trip and how to sign up on the website at
https://www.gracecamphill.org/faith-formation/journeys-of-paul-in-greece or by scanning
the QR code.

Special Benevolence Offering

The Special Benevolence for April is Midwest Food Bank. To
contribute, please list your dollar amount next to Special Offering
Ministry on the contribution envelopes or use the online giving page on
the website page at https://www.gracecamphill.org/give or use the QR
Code.

Pastoral Assistance or At Home Communion

If you need pastoral assistance or to request At Home Communion, please contact
Pastor Chad at 717-737-0439x10 or pastorchad@gracecamphill.org. If you need a
pastoral emergency outside of normal working hours you can contact Pastor Chad on
his mobile phone at 610-297-2514. A pastoral emergency would be a death, or life-
threatening circumstances.

Welcome to Our Church Cards

If you are visiting with us today, please take a moment to complete one of the “Welcome
to Our Church” cards found in both narthexes, the library, and the pews. We’d love to
hear from you!

Good News from Grace articles are due by 12noon on the 15 of the month for the
next month’s newsletter. This Week at Grace information is due by 12noon on
Tuesdays. Please email any information to ddeppen@gracecamphill.org.
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Calendar

4/11/26 | 5:00pm Sabbath Service of Holy Communion in Barkley Chapel
4/12/26 | 9:00am Coffee Hour w/Congregational Council
(After worship from 10:30 — 11:00am, too)
9:30am Holy Humor Sunday in the Sanctuary
10:00am | Children’s Church
10:45am | Camp Sunday on the Lawn (weather permitting)
4:45pm Grace Youth Group (GYG)
4/13/26 | 7:00pm Scout Troop 54 & Cub Scout Pack 54 Meeting
4/14/26 | 9:30am Quilting Ministry in Quilt Room
1:00pm Bible Study in Small Conference Room
4/15/26 | 3:00pm Grace Giving Pantry
4/16/26 | 6:00pm Bells of Grace in Balcony

7:00pm

Chancel Choir in Choir Room




The Day of Resurrection!
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Text: John of Damascus, ¢. 696—c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: ELLACOMBE, German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X. L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesanghbuche, 1833




That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright

(o —— : : ! ! I
3 L A
t—
I That Eas - ter day with joy was bright; the
2 0 Je - sus, king of gen -  tle - ness, with
3 0 Christ, you are the Lord of all in
4 All praise, O ris - en Lord, we  give to
)t | —8 |
Z— - 2 r — I. | J
| ! | r r 1
. 2 < ‘
2 : —r— =
F ! ! -
sun  shone out with fair - er light when, to their long - iIng
con - stant love our hearts pos-sess; to  you our lips will
this our Eas - ter fes - ti - val, for you will  be our
you, once dead, but now a - live!l To God the Fa - ther
A 1 . £ o ‘J J—ﬂl:‘r\J_‘:
A P e '
Z 1 [ [ ] [#] ]
— r 1 1 |“~r_H.r | |
. ;
T | 1 i !

G- e ,

JS T . - E < Z
eyes re - stored, thea-pos - tles saw their mns - en Lord!
ev - er raise the tib - ute of our grate - ful praise.
strength and shield from ev - ry weap - on death can wield.
e - qual praise, and God the Spir - it, now we raise!

. J o —
-’! II';!I P | 1 1 = I
i 1 ' 1 r.___“r » P 1

Text: Latin hymn, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason MNeale, 1818-1866, alt.

Music: PUE

NOBIS, European tune, adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621




Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!

1 Christ is ris -en!
2 Chrst is 1is -en!
3 Christ is ris - en!
4 Christ is ris - en!

All
All

[ I . , | | ,
A P - —t I —T— N
4 — — T K
v — ‘;
<

Al - le - lu-ia!
the sad-ness
the sor-row
Hence-forth nev - er
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Ris - en our vic - to - rious head!

of ourLent-en fast i1s o'er;
that last eve-ning round him lay
death or hell shall us en - thrall.

Sing

his prais - es! Al - le - lu - ia! Christ is ris - en

a,
from the dead!

through the o - pen gatesof glad-ness he re-turns to  life once more;
now has found a glo-riousmor-row in the ris-ing of to - day.
We are Christ’s,in him for - ev - er we have tri-umphedo - ver all.
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Grate-ful -1y our hearts a - dore him as  his light once more ap - pears;
death and hell be - fore him bend-ing see himrise, the vic - tor now,
See the grave its first-fruits giv - ing, spring-ing up from ho - ly ground;
All  the doubt-ing and de - jec - tion of  our trem-bling hearts have ceased;

bow - ing down in

joy be-fore him,

ris - ing up from griefs and tears.

Refrain

an - gels on his steps at-tend-ing, glo - ry round his wound-ed brow.

Christ was dead, but now is liv-ing; he waslost, but he is found.

hail the day of res-ur-rec-tion! Let us rise and keep the feast.
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Christ is r1is - en!

Al - le - Tu - ia!

Ris - en our vic - to-rious head!
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Sing his prais-es! Al-1le - lu-ia! Christ is ris-en from the dead!
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Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.
Music: MORGENLIED, Frederick C. Maker, 1844-1927




Our Story
Matthew 25:35-40: For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was

thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and
you welcomed me, 3°I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited

me.’ 3"Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that
we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger
and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 3°And when
was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 90And the
king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.””

The purpose of Grace Lutheran Church is to make a difference
by serving others through God’s love and our faith
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